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Technology 


@ Beagles received lab-grown bladders, the 
first engineered organs to successfully re- 
place whole native organs (155: 101*). 


@ Although plastics usually burn easily, 
some new formulations resist fire and may 
soon begin to improve safety—in airplane 
cabins, for instance (155: 40*). 


@ Future electronics may use bits made from 
organic molecules and vacuum tubes as tiny 
as transistors (156: 95, 292*). 


@ Genetic engineering produced trees tai- 
lored to be made into paper or fuel (156: 70). 
Gene-altered plants synthesized commercial- 
grade plastic (156: 246). 


@® Microwave mammography, which would 
eliminate the discomfort of conventional X- 
ray breast exams, passed preliminary tests 
(155: 140). 


@ A new type of battery stored 50 percent 
more energy than an alkaline cell (156: 141). 


@ Some garments fought germs (156: 170), 
others commingled with computers, further- 


ing a trend toward wearable cyberassistants 
(156: 330*). 


@ Computer scientists demonstrated that 
circuitry can redesign itself to handle new 
tasks (156: 156). 
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